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Canned Foods Price Publicity 
Issued About Latest BLS Index 


After receiving copies of the Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics’ most recent 
price indexes in advance of their re- 
lease for publication on Sunday, Oc- 
tober 24, the Association prepared and 
issued canned foods price publicity 
which was distributed to newspaper 
and radio wire services and to 350 
metropolitan newspapers in time for 
use with the BLS release. 

A mimeographed press release point- 
ing to the favorable position of canned 
fruits and vegetables in the BLS re- 
port was mailed last Friday, October 
22. Earl Godwin, broadcasting for 
Phillips Packing Co., cited the N.C.A.’s 
claim about the economy of canned 
fruits and vegetables in his ABC 
newscast Monday night. 


The text of the mimeographed press 
release is reproduced in this issue on 
page 348 and is part of the separate 
page prepared for distribution by can- 
ners to editors of local newspapers. 
The matrix of the “Cost of Living” 
Meter, illustrating BLS indexes as of 
September 15, also should be placed 
before local editors. 

The Home Economics Division dis- 
tributed separate pages this week to 
its special list of 1,500 food editors, 
radio people and home economists. 
Price publicity achieved through these 
three media-—canners’ personal con- 
tact with editors, mailings to metro- 
politan newspapers, and mailings to 
the Home Economics Division’s spe- 
cial list—is known to have been pub- 
lished in newspapers having a total 
circulation of over 4,500,000 during 
the past two months. 


Among clippings of canned foods 
price publicity received by N.C.A. this 
week were articles from the News 
(circulation 8,130) of Bridgeton, N. J., 
sent in by the P. J. Ritter Co., and 
from the Redkey, Ind. Times-Journal 
(740) and the Pennville, Ind. Booster 
(960), both of which were sent by the 
Caar Canning Co., Redkey. 

Also, the Tyler, Tex. Courier-Times 
(7,868), sent in by the Smith Bros. 
Brokerage Co. of Tyler, and the 
Wichita Falls, Tex. Record (16,885), 
Lake Geneva, Wis. News (2,481) and 
the Freeport, III. Journal-Standard 
(15,543). 


Alfred W. Eames Dies 


Alfred W. Eames, president of the California Packing Corp. 
and Second Vice President of the National Canners Association 
since 1940, died at 11 o’clock October 28 in San Francisco. Death 
was attributed to a blood clot. Mr. Eames had been hospitalized 


Canadian Food Regulations 


The Canadian government has is- 
sued revised regulations on contain- 
ers and grades of processed fruits and 
vegetables which may be sold in Can- 
ada. One part of the regulation pre- 
scribes and limits can sizes. The 1945 
issue of these regulations and all 
amendments have been revoked and 
superseded. Copies of the new “Proc- 
essed Fruit and Vegetable Regula- 
tions,” which were published in the 
Canada Gazette of September 22, are 
available from F. J. Perry, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Ottawa. 


N.C.A. Sanitation Conference 


The N.C.A. Western Branch an- 
nounced this week that the annual 
sanitation conference will be held this 
year December 9-10 in San Francisco. 


for three weeks following a fall 
in which he broke his leg. 


In his passing the canning industry 
and the Association have lost the serv- 
ices of an indefatigable and intrepid 
leader. During practically all of his 
career he was a participant in and 
contributor to practically every cause 
and issue concerned with the better- 
ment of the industry. He made con- 
stant and valuable contributions to 
nearly every phase of Association ac- 
—— = ES a major part in 
aiding the elopment and progress 
of N. C. A. 

Mr. Eames was elected to the Vice 
Presidency of N.C.A. in 1940, the same 
year that he became president of the 
California Packing Corp. In these 
two positions of responsibility, he in- 
tensified rather than slackened his 
service to the industry and N.C.A. 

He was very active on behalf of the 
industry and the Association in work 
on the first Government marketing 
agreement (for peaches) in 1933, anc 
during the several months of work in 
developing the canning industry code 
under the NRA. He served on prac- 
tically all of the Government advisory 
committees that were created to deal 
with the problems of food production 
arising out of World War II. 


He has been not only a Vice Presi- 
dent of N.C.A., but also a Director in 
1926-28 and 1982-34; on the former 
Definitions and Standards Committee, 
1923-32; Finance Committee, 1940-48; 
Buildings Committee, 1946-47; and the 
Administrative Council, 1940-48, 

Mr. Eames was born in Los Angeles 
May 3, 1886. He continued to reside in 
southern California until January 
1900, at which time his father moved 
his family to Wahiawa, Oahu, Hawaii. 


About 1902 his father started grow- 
ing pineapples at Wahiawa and was 
one of the pioneers in this industry. 
During the summer of 1904 Mr. Eames 
worked in the cannery of the Pearl 

(Please turn to page 350) 
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“Cost of Living’ Meter 


Mrs. Housewife can spend the money in the family food budget to best advantage 
after consulting the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ “cost of living” index, which measures 
the rising costs of essentials—food, clothing, and shelter. In the latest BLS report, 
she will find that canned fruits and vegetables were shown to be least expensive of 
all foods in relation to prewar prices. These canned products had gone up in price 
to only 159 percent of prewar, while the average for all foods is up to 215.2 percent. 
Retail prices of all “cost of living” items are up to 174.5 percent. 


Canned Fruits and Vegetables 
Show Least Increase in Price 
According to BLS Price Index 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (October 24, 
1948)—If Mrs. Housewife would 
translate the Federal government's 
price indexes into dollars and cents, 
she would discover that of all the foods 
she buys for the family table, canned 
fruits and vegetables are least expen- 
sive in relation to prewar prices. 


The National Canners Association, 
in commenting on the release today of 
official Bureau of Labor Statistics 
“cost of living” price indexes, pointed 
out that the index for canned fruits 
and vegetables not only is lowest of all 
foods, but also is 15 percent lower 
than the index for cost-of-living items 
in general—including foods, clothing, 
shelter, etc. 


The Bureau of Labor Statistics re- 
ports that as of September 15, the date 
covered by its most recent report, the 
cost of living had risen to 174.5 per- 
cent of the prewar base period 1935-39. 
In the same report the retail prices 
of all foods were shown to be 215.2 
percent. Canned fruit and vegetable 
prices, at only 159 percent of prewar, 
were shown to be Mrs. Housewife’s 
best buy. 


The wide range in food products, 
with fresh meat, poultry and fish at 
the top and canned fruits and vege- 
tables on the bottom, is shown in the 
following BLS price indexes for Sep- 
tember: 


Beverages 

Fresh fruits and vegetables.... 

Fats and oils Saas 

Sugars and sweets 

Cereal and bakery products. . 
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PUBLICITY 


‘Canned Meats Are Good’ 


The October issue of Practical Home 
Economics, a magazine which is na- 
tionally distributed to approximately 
30,000 teachers, carries a three-page 
article entitled “Canned Meats Are 
Good.” The article was written by 
Mrs. Lily Haxworth Wallace, who is 
a nationally-known lecturer, writer 
and consultant on foods. She devotes 
almost a page to discussing the econ- 
omy, convenience and goodness of 
canned meats. The remainder of the 
article consists of recipes using can- 
ned meats. 

The first paragraph reads, “One 
of the outstanding changes in eating 
habits in recent years has been the 
swing to canned foods with the in- 
crease in the popularity of canned 
meats especially noticeable. This is 
one good thing which has come out 
of the war.” 


Booklet on Meat Cans 


A new booklet covering the history 
and development of metal cans for 
packaging meats has just been issued 
by the Can Manufacturers Institute. 
Under the title of “Men, Meat, and 
the Tin Can,” the booklet tells the 
story of the birth of metal canisters 
for packing meat and their evolution 
to the colorful, protective cans of 
today. 

The changes which have speeded the 
growth of the canned meat industry to 
five times its size ten years ago are 
given particular attention. A number 
of anecdotes concerning the early and 
modern packers of meats and meat 
products are also related. The booklet 
is illustrated with photographs and 
cartoon pertaining to the descriptive 
text. 

Copies of the booklet in limited 
quantities may be obtained by writing 
to the Can Manufacturers Institute, 
60 East 42nd St., New York 17, N. v. 


Army Contract Awards 


Canned Sweet Corn 
Awards under Bid No. QM-11-183-49-328 were 
made by Chicago on 97,008 dozen cans. 
Tomato Juice 
Awards under Bid No, QM-11-183-49-182 were 
made by Chicago on 9,097 dozen No. 2 cans. 


Awards under Bid No, QM-11-183-49-299 were 
made by Chicago on 56,368 dozen No. 10 and 
1,000 dozen No. 2 cans, 


Awards under Bid No, QM-11-183-49-295 were 
made by Chicago on 97,008 dozen No. 2 cans. 
Canned Snap Beans 

Awards under Bid No. QM-11-183-49-185 were 
made by Chicago on 68,805 dozen No. 2 and 
5,743 dozen No. 10 cans. 


Awards under Bid No, QM-11-183-49-360 were 
made by Chicago on 5,894 dozen No, 2 cans. 


Canned Carrots 

Awards under Bid No. QM-11-183-49-332 were 
made by Chicago on 1,250 dozen No. 10 and 
400 dozen No, 2 cans. 

Awards under Bid No, QM-11-183-49-333 were 
made by Chicago on 10,500 dozen No. 10 and 
13,650 dozen No, 2 cans, 

Awards under Bid No, QM-11-183-49-334 were 
made by Chicago on 5,000 dozen No. 10 cans. 


Canned Tuna 
No awards were made by Oakland on Bid No. 
QM-04-493-49-48. 
Awards under Bid No. QM-04-493-49-70 were 
made by Oakland on 116,668 dozen No. % cans. 


Canned Salmon 


Awards under Bid No. QM-04-493-49-64 were 
made by Oakland on 120,668 dozen No. 1 cans. 

No awards were made by Oakland on Bid 
No. QM-04-493-49-65. 


Invitations to Bid 


0 unrtermaster Purchasin 
t 16th Street, New York 3, N. 3 
1819 West Pershing Road, Chicago 9, in. ; Oak: 
land Army Base, Sakland 14. f (Wes 
Branch). 
Veterans Administratioa—Procurement Divi- 


sion, Veterans Administration Building, Wash- 
ington 26, D. C. 


The Walsh-Healey Public Contracts Act will 
apply to all operations performed alter the date 
of notice of award if the total value of a con- 
tract is $10,000 or over. 


The Army has invited sealed bids to furnish 
the following : 

CANNED TOMATORS——-63,349 dozen No. 10, 230,- 
708 dozen No. 2%, or 340,064 dozen No. 2 cans. 
Bids due at Chicago under serial No. QM-11- 
183-490-486 by Oct. 29. 

Cui SAUCE—180,000 12- to 14-02. bottles. 
Bids due at Oakland under serial No. QM-04- 
403-49-108 by Nov. 12. 

The Veterans Administration has requested 
sealed bids to furnish the following: 

CANNED Pras—-4,583 dozen No, 10 or 24,403 


No, 2 cans. Bids due under Invitation 
No. 100-8 by Nov. 4. 


USDA To Buy Tomato Paste 


The Department of Agriculture has 
announced that it will offer to buy ap- 
proximately 65,000 cases of canned 
tomato paste of the 1948 pack for use 
in the National School Lunch Pro- 
gram. Requests for bids were issued 
October 27. 

Any interested supplier who did not 
receive these offers by October 28 
should communicate with Bradford 
Armstrong, Fruit and Vegetable 
Branch, Production and Marketing 
Administration, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, Washington 25, D. C. 


PERSONNEL 


Association Officers 
Florida Canners Association 


New officers of the Florida Canners 
Association elected at its annual meet- 
ing October 14-16 are: 


President—Lee Recker, Adams Pack- 
ing Assn., Auburndale; Vice presi- 
dents—R. D. Robinson, Dr. P. Phillips 
Canning Co., Orlando, and C. Howard 
Sweatt, Besco Products Co.; Treas- 
urer—J. Logan Bloodworth, Cherokee 
Products Co.; Executive secretary— 
C. C. Rathbun, Tampa (reelected). 


PMA Conservation Chief 


Appointment of Alvin V. McCor- 
mack as Director of the Agricultural 
Conservation Programs Branch, Pro- 
duction and Marketing Administra- 
tion, has been announced by Ralph S. 
Trigg, PMA Administrator. As head 
of the ACP Branch, Mr. McCormack 
will be responsible for coordinating the 
planning and administration of the 
Agricultural Conservation Program. 
This program is carried out on three 
million farms, which include nearly 
two-thirds of the crop land of the 
United States, through the elected 
community and county farmer com- 
mittee system. 


Magruder Named to RMA Post 


’ Appointment of Roy Magruder as 
an Assistant to the Administrator of 
the Research and Marketing Act has 
been announced by the RMA Adminis- 
trator, E. A. Meyer. Dr. Magruder’s 
responsibility will have to do with 
RMA projects on fruits and vegetables 
and tree nuts. He will work closely 
with the RMA Committees established 
under the Act to represent producers 
and industry on citrus, deciduous 
fruit, vegetables, potatoes and tree 
nuts. He succeeds Dr. Cyril O. Brat- 
ley, who died May 9. 


Knoblauch Named to OES Post 


Harold C. Knoblauch has been ap- 
pointed assistant chief of the Office of 
Experiment Stations, the Department 
of Agriculture has announced. He 
will be in direct charge of administra- 
tion of Federal-grant funds for re- 
search appropriated for use by the 
State, Territorial, and Puerto Rico 
agricultural experiment stations. 
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Information Letter 


STATISTICS 


Canned Baby Food Statistics 


Details of the canned baby food sup- 
ply, stock and shipment situation, as 
reported by the Association’s Division 
of Statistics, are presented in the fol- 
lowing table. Copies of this report 
were mailed to all canners packing 
baby foods. 


1947 1948 

(Thousands of dotens) 

Canner stocks, Jan. 1...... 61,613 40, 687 

Pack, Jan. through . 59, 227 85,214 

Supply. . 120,40 134, 901 

Canner stocks, ‘Oct. dae 40, 882 30,706 

Canner shipments, Sept. 11,380 11,522 
Canner shipments, Jan. 1 

through Sept............ 73,958 95, 105 


Canners’ Fruit and Vegetable 
Stocks and Shipments 


The Association’s Division of Statis- 
ties has compiled tables comparing 
canners’ stocks and shipments of 
canned asparagus, canned apricots, 
canned sweet cherries, and canned 
red pitted cherries.\ Complete reports 
on these canned foods have been mailed 
by the Association to all canners pack- 
ing these items. 

The 1948 pack of canned sweet 
cherries totalled 969,932 actual cases, 
as compared with the 643,385 cases 
packed last year, the Division of Sta- 
tistics reports. 

The following tables summarize can- 
ners’ stocks and shipments for oe 
products shown: 


Stocks and Shipments Canned Asparagus 


(Sold and unsold) 
1047-48 1048-49 
(Actual Cases) 
March I carryover........ 224,776 308,100 
3,016,356 3,608,035 
Total supply 3 4,141,181 4,006, 144 
1,651,752 990, 271 


Shipments, Mar. 1 to Oct. 1. 2,489,370 3,015,873 
Supply, Stocks and Shipments Canned 
Apricots 


1948-40 

(Actual Cases) 
Carryover, June 1, 1048.......... 714, 662 
4,085,612 
* Total Supply r 5, 700, 274 
October 1, Stocks 0 3,916,353 
Shipments, June 1 to 1 1,783,021 


Pack and Stocks Canned Sweet Cherries 
(September and October) 


1 
(Actual Cases) 
Carryover, June 1, 1069. 24, 549 
900, 032 
004, 481 
September 1, Stocks 534,873 
Shipments, June 1 to Sept. 1...... 459, 608 
October 1, Stocks 437, 207 


Shipments, June 1 to Oct. 1....... 887,274 


Stocks and Shipments Red Pitted Cherries 


1948-49 

Actual cases 
July 1, ages, (a) 
00 3,552,210 
Supply...... 3,852, 210 
1,428, 200 
Shipments, July 1 to Oet. 11. 2,123,041 

(a) Stocks depleted. 


Alfred W. Eames Dies 

(Concluded from page 347) 
City Fruit Company. In the fall of 
1905 his father organized the Hawai- 
ian Islands Packing Co. and proceeded 
to erect a cannery which was put into 
operation canning pineapple in 1906. 
Mr. Eames assisted in the erection of 
the cannery and the installation of 
the equipment, worked in the cannery 
during the 1906 season and acted as 
superintendent of the cannery each 
summer thereafter through the sum- 
mer of 1910. 


Following graduation from Cornell 
in 1911 Mr. Eames spent several 
months working at various jobs in the 
Griffin & Skelly Fruit Cannery at 
Emeryville, Calif. He returned to 
Honolulu about the beginning of 1912 
and became manager of and acted as 
cannery superintendent for the Ha- 
waiian Islands Packing Company. 

In 1914 on the death of his father 
he was elected president of the Ha- 
waiian Islands Packing Co. 

Subsequent to his return to Hawaii 
in 1912 Mr. Eames became active in 
Territorial Republican politics, became 
a director of the Home Insurance Com- 
pany and of the First National Bank 
of Hawaii. He actively participated 
in the organization of the Hawaiian 
Pineapple Packers Assn. of which he 
served a term as president. 


In 1917, the Hawaiian Islands Pack- 
ing Company was purchased by the 
California Packing Corporation and 
Mr. Eames became manager of Cal- 
pack’s Hawaiian interests. In 1920 he 
was elected a director of the California 
Packing Corporation and in January, 
1921, he moved his family to San 
Francisco. Having been elected a vice 
president of Calpack in 1921, he served 
in this capacity until 1940, in which 
year he was elected president, a posi- 
tion he held at the time of his death. 


In addition to being president of the 
California Packing Corporation, Mr. 
Eames was chairman of the board and 
a director of the Alaska Packers As- 
sociation; vice president of the Cali- 
fornia Processors & Growers, Inc.; 
director of the San Francisco Employ- 
ers Council; vice president of the Can- 
ners League of California; and a di- 
rector of the California State Chamber 
of Commerce, the Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe Ry., and the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers, respectively. 


U. S. Canned Foods Preferred 


Cuba, one of the few Latin Ameri- 
can countries having a favorable sup- 
ply of dollar credits with which to 
purchase United States merchandise, 
is reported by the Commerce Depart- 
ment to have “excessively heavy whole- 
sale and retail stocks of domestically 
packed fruits and vegetables (as com- 
pared with September, 1947) which 
were not being moved because of con- 
sumer preference for the competitive- 
priced and higher-quality imported 
canned foods in abundant supply.” 
This information was supplied by the 
U. 8. Embassy at Havana and pub- 
lished in the Foreign Commerce 
Weekly of October 23. 
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